
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our annual Christmas Giveaway will once again take place on Sunday, De-

cember 25 from 8:00 - 11:00 a.m.  In keeping with the spirit of the day, we 

provide some basic clothing items such as socks, gloves, underwear, back-

packs, hand warmers, coats, and blankets or throws  and personal hygiene 

items  such as travel size shampoo, deodorant, razors, shaving cream, and 

toothbrushes and toothpaste.  A sack lunch will also be provided to our 

guests. 

If you would like to contribute any of these items, you can drop your do-

nation off any weekday between 8:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. prior to Satur-

day, December 17.  

You can also volunteer to help us prepare and set up for the Giveaway on 

Friday, December 23, and participate in the distribution on December 25 

by going to our SignUpGenius schedule, which is easily reached on our 

website or Facebook page.  

If you would like more information or have questions, please call and 

leave a message at 502-589-0140. One of our staff or volunteers will get 

back to you.  

We thank you for your consideration and support! 
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New Covering Added to Outdoor Dining Area 

With a crew starting work at 6:00 a.m. on Thursday, October 27, the remaining uncovered outdoor dining 

space received a carport covering above it. All 16 picnic tables that accommodate our guests are now pro-

tected from winter precipitation and summer sun. Thanks to Board member Leo Hauber for oversight on 

completing this project! 
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Congratulations to Jack Banbury (pictured with Chuck Mattingly and his wife and daughter) on receiving 
the Spirit of Louisville Foundation WLKY Bell Award on October 6 at Churchill Downs. A passionate worker 
in the fight against food insecurity, Jack was nominated by Dare to Care where he regularly volunteers in 
addition to his service at the Kitchen. Jack also manages to find time to help the Knights of Columbus on 
their annual winter coat drive and read newspaper and printed articles for blind and disabled persons 
through Radio Eye Community Services. We are most grateful to be included in your service to the com-
munity, Jack! 

Volunteer Jack Banbury receives WLKY Bell Award  
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Volunteer Profile -  

Caroline Atkinson 

Caroline Atkinson acknowledges her role as the Bag Lady when 

the Kitchen started serving take-out meals once the pandemic 

began. Despite her small stature, she also served as the Enforc-

er for the handwashing and mask protocols while distributing 

bags as our guests entered the dining room. The adjustments 

that were made to the serving procedure didn’t faze her. “I’ll 

do whatever is needed,” she said. “I’m open to change.” 

The retired workmen’s comp insurance specialist started vol-

unteering at the Kitchen in the spring of 2019 when a long-

term friend suggested that she consider it as part of her transi-

tion plans. Her initial involvement was with the Wednesday 

group assisting with the clothing ministry and also serving at the Christmas Giveaway. Since then, 

she has helped in other capacities as well and now maintains a regular Monday-Wednesday-Friday 

schedule at the handicapped and disabled station on the serving line. 

Caroline’s background fostered an open-minded and service-oriented approach to life. A Presenta-

tion Academy graduate, she attended what was then Nazareth College and also Bellarmine. Her 

mother was Catholic and her father belonged to Church of Christ, so she and her siblings were ex-

posed to both traditions and despite some contradictions, found common truths in each. She and 

her husband of 51 years, Art, now belong to Revolution Methodist Church located on Bluegrass Park-

way, which takes a unique approach to Christian mission. Caroline recently completed one of the 

church’s mission trips to help those affected by the tornadoes in Western Kentucky.     

While clearly committed to helping others, Caroline also provides care for her brother-in-law, Bill, 

who has resided with her and Art for nine years. And as anyone who pays attention to her work 

aprons and other attire will know, she is a devoted momma to her two cats. With Caroline, there’s a 

lot of love to go around.  

Thank you to the Commonwealth of  
Kentucky for supporting us this year 

through the Team Kentucky Nonprofit  
Assistance Fund. 
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Holding On to Christmas 

This Christmas, I hope you are feeling the deep joy of Jesus’ presence. I also pray that you allow that joy to 

stay with you for many days! 

For me, the place to start is the stable in Bethlehem. St. Ignatius of Loyola suggests imagining yourself as 

a participant in the story. Taking off my shoes—it’s a holy place—I slip into the corner of the stable. Mary 

is shivering from the cold, but clutching Jesus close to keep him warm. Joseph is there, attentive to Mary’s 

every need. This tiny baby, powerless, totally dependent on Mary and Joseph, is also God. God become 

human—not as an emperor or a scholar—but as a baby. From my corner of the stable, I can only be silent 

in amazement. 

St. Francis of Assisi wanted to experience the poverty and hardship that Mary and Joseph felt that first 

Christmas. He asked a friend to set up a manger with straw, an ox, and a donkey on the hillside at Grec-

cio. The brothers and townsfolk came with torches to light the night. At the manger, they prayed before 

the image of the baby. Later, they adored his real, true presence at the Christ-Mass. 

Good Will to All 

Christmas seems to pass so quickly. Gone for another year is the graced time of family love and together-

ness—the spirit of good will. The Church extends the celebration for eight days. But when the poinsettia 

petals fall, Christmas trees come down and lights are stored away, it seems that Christmas is gone. If only 

we could hold on to Christmas! 

But what part of Christmas can’t we continue to enjoy? Jesus is the heart of Christmas; he stays with us. 

With him and our faith community, we will share the Last Supper, the agony in the garden, his passion, 

death, and triumphant resurrection. Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb 13:8). 

Even though Christmas will be over in a couple of days, we can actively gift our loved ones. We continue 

to celebrate Christ’s presence and action in our world. We can express our Christmas spirit in being gra-

cious to coworkers and to all who assist us. The homeless are still with us. Soup kitchens need our help. 

Our donations to the refugees from Syria and Iraq honor Mary and Joseph fleeing with their son to Egypt. 

“With Christ, joy is constantly born anew,” Pope Francis insists in “The Joy of the Gospel.” Emmanuel—

God with us! We have the opportunity of joining with our high priest in giving thanks and praise at every 

Christ-Mass. 

A Franciscan Christmas Reflection  from  

Rev. Jeremy Harrington, OFM 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to put your hands to work in helping feed the hungry in our community? Click on the SignUp-

Genius button on our website (www.franciscankitchen.org) or our Facebook page and select the date 

and time on the calendar in which you want to volunteer as a cook, preparer, or meal server.  If you 

have a large group or have questions, call Chuck Mattingly at 502-643-8400.  
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The Franciscan Kitchen joins with organizations around the globe on Tuesday, November 29, 

to encourage gifts of time, talent, and treasure that help make our communities a better 

place. We could not fulfill our mission of providing a daily hot meal to anyone who shows up 

at our door without the volunteers that cook, prepare and serve the meal, the donations of 

food items from organizations, businesses, and people from throughout the area, and the fi-

nancial contributions that come mostly from individuals like you. All three factors are vital to 

sustaining our mandate of feeding the hungry. 

Coming as it does after Thanksgiving, Black Friday, and Cyber Monday, #GivingTuesday is an 

opportunity to acknowledge all we have to be grateful for and do something for those in need.  

We invite you to make a gift at https://franciscankitchen.org/donate, sign up to help us 

serve, or share a story on social media about why you believe in and support the mission of 

the Franciscan Kitchen. Thank you! 
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SAVE THE DATE 

Saturday February 25, 2023 
Holy Family Parish Center   3934 Poplar Level Road 

Doors open at 6:15 p.m. - Trivia begins at 7:00  
 

100 Questions covering 10 fun topics 
 

$20.00 Entry fee per player,  6-8 players per team 

Over 50 Silent Auction Items. 

Bring snacks to share with your teammates 

No alcohol may be brought in.  Beer and soft drinks will be sold. 
 

To reserve a table, please call the Kitchen at 502-589-0140 or Alan 

Kissel at 502-553-2504. Check our website after the holidays for more 

details. 

 

Come join us for an evening of friendly competition, have some fun 
and help feed the hungry in the Louisville area.  



Memorial and Honorary Gifts 
(received through November 4) 

In honor of the ladies of the Buechel 

Women’s Club 

Buechel Women’s Club 

In memory of Jim Burke 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Harris Jr. 

In memory of Bud Currens & Herb 

Meister 

St. Luke's Episcopal Church 

In memory of deceased relatives 

Anonymous 

In memory of Jane Frances Elpers  

Tom Elpers 

In memory of Martha Engle  

Beam Suntory 

In memory of Joe Fallahay 

Joseph Doug Pohl 

In memory of Jerry Fowler  

Barbara Hall 

In memory of Mike & Alma Francis  

Pat's Steak House 

In memory of Brad French 

Joyce French 

In memory of Robert Grose  

Mrs. Mary Ann Grose 

In memory of Virginia Guernsey 

Constance Mele 

In memory of James Cyril Hinton 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Kissel 

In memory of Edith and Jacob Horn 

Anonymous 

In honor of Bill & Carolyn Hunton 

Jerry Ray 

In honor of Mary Carol, Don, Devin & 

Lizzie Kelly 

Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Lynch 

In memory of the Leo C. Kollros Family 

Mary Ann Kollros 

In memory of Joseph Lee & Anna Lil 

Laemmle  

Mr. and Mrs. James Laemmle 
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In memory of Andy Latkovski 

Donna Boone  

In honor of Father Dan Lincoln 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Thomson 

In honor of Kay Manger 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Niehoff 

In honor of Shannon Manns 

Ann S. Yost 

In memory of Raymond J. Martin 

Deborah Churchman 

In memory of Charlotte Ann Mattingly 

Thomas Mattingly 

In memory of Jack McGuire 

Harold Bridges 

Mary McGuire 

In memory of Patricia McDermott 

Melody Blanken 

Eric Brown 

Julie Browning 

Kathy Cook 

David Thomas 

Carolyn Thompson  

In memory of Herbert Meister 

Anonymous 

Robin Fischer 

Cathy Meister 

Lisa Muller 

Sandra Pierie 

Maura Rogers 

Nancy Skidmore & Earl Bush 

Penny Southwick 

Barbara Staats 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Page Walker 

In memory of Florence Miller 

Mr. and Mrs. Luke Miller 

In honor of Fay Niehoff 

Katherine Manger 

In memory of our parents 

Mr. and Mrs. James Ofcacek 

In memory of Archie Reid 

Donna Reid 

 

 

 

In honor of Saint Anthony 

Clara Bacallao 

Dr. and Mrs. Phillip McIntosh Jr. 

In memory of Dorma Sampson 

Mary Rusch 

In memory of Bernard Schaftlein 

Mary Schaftlein  

In memory of Laurie Ann Schiavone 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Schiavone 

In memory of Laura Lampke Schwender 

William Schwender 

In memory of John R. Stowe  

Mrs. Lucy Stowe 

In memory of Clara Elizabeth Sullivan 

Lawrence Speaker 

In memory of Tom & Mike Waskevich 

Anna L. Waskevich 

In memory of Virginia Weber 

William Cole 

Elizabeth Garvey 

Stephanie Gentile 

Carol Harper 

Spencer Harper 

Forrest Kuhn 

Shary Loewy 

Barbara Moore 

Stephan Ostrander 

Gary Pyles 

David Roth 

Shelby Schueren  

Richard Schweitzer  

Libby Strubel 

Catherine Sullivan 

Ruth Sweetman 

Catherine Talamini 

Sandra Wagner 

Elizabeth Weber 

Michael Widerschein 

Joan Winkler 

In memory of Virginia Whitlow 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Zeillmann 
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Franciscan Kitchen Staff 

Chuck Mattingly  Executive Director Eric Calloway   Maintenance 

Brent Coomes      Business Manager Debbie Clark    Accountant 

Tony Perito           Advancement Marty Ford      Warehouse Manager 

Chip Zaring           Cook  

Jessica Abell Mary Carol Kelly Jeremiah Malone 

Susan Bolton Alice Kimble Fr. Vincent Petersen 

John Hauber Ken Kinderman Gary Roth 

Leo Hauber Alan Kissel Br. Jaime Zaragoza 

Amy DeRenzo Hulbert   

   

Franciscan Kitchen Board 

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

Mailing Address Line 5 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Franciscan Kitchen Mission 

In the tradition of St. Francis, 

which recognizes we are all brothers and 

sisters, we are dedicated to providing for 

the nourishment of God's family. 

We will maintain an environment of 

trust and fellowship to build mutual re-

spect and beneficial relationships  with 

our guests, co-workers, suppliers, and 

community. 

These efforts will strengthen our organi-

zation and enable us to provide a much- 

needed service to our community. 


